PROGRESS   OR   RETROGRESSION?
'Iraqi viewpoints1 and, in two cases, to alleged lack of confi-
dence by Parliament2 had unfortunate consequences. On the
one hand, the smooth course of administration was interrupted
by the change of administrative officials which usually
accompanied the change of Ministry3 and by the dislike of
subordinate officials of assuming responsibility and initiative,
never more evident than in the absence of a Minister. The
fact that the dislocation was not greater may be attributed to
the presence of British Advisers in the Ministries and in the key
positions. On the other hand, public regard for the Council of
Ministers was undoubtedly weakened and opportunities for a
strong man to achieve dictatorial power were increased.
The twenty-one Cabinets between 1921 and October, 1936,
have been repeatedly formed from a group of some two score
men. The inability, or reluctance as 'Iraqi critics of the Council
maintain, to find a wider selection of men of Cabinet standard
has been accentuated by the necessity of incorporating within
the Council representatives of the Shica sect which, although
forming a majority of 'Iraq's population, has been unable
even to the present day, to provide experienced officials to the
same extent as the Sunni sect, due to the reluctance of the sect
to acquire secular education. Furthermore, the harmony of the
Cabinets has not been enhanced by the inclusion of members of
the mutually antagonistic sects.
It has been no secret that public opinion, its confidence
shaken in the Council and in Parliament, has leaned increas-
ingly towards Turkey and Kemal Atatiirk as suitable models for
'Iraq. Many leading 'Iraqis have expressed admiration openly
for Atatiirk, several politicians, including Yasln Pasha, being
credited with personal desires to emulate his role.
The seizure of power by General Baqir Sidqi and Hikmat
1 Three Ministries resigned rather than abandon the * Iraqi viewpoint when
it came into collision with that of the British Government: the second of Ja'far
Pasha, January yth, 1928; the third of 'Abdul Muhsin Beg, January 2Oth, 1929;
and that of Naji Pasha, March 9th, 1930.
3 Supra, p. 432, note.
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